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Roxane Cohen Silver, Ph.D., an international expert in the field of stress and coping, 
is Professor of Psychology and Social Behavior and of Medicine at the University of 
California, Irvine. For more than 25 years, Dr. Silver has studied acute and long-term 
psychological and physical reactions to stressful life experiences, including personal 
traumas such as physical disability, loss, and childhood sexual victimization, as well as 
community disasters such as war, firestorms, the Columbine High School shootings, and 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. One of nine members of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security’s Academe and Policy Research Senior Advisory Committee of 
the Homeland Security Advisory Council, she provides ongoing advice to Homeland 
Security on the psychological impact of terrorism and disasters. Dr. Silver, who received 
her Ph.D. from Northwestern University, is a Fellow of both the American Psychological 
Association (APA) and the Association for Psychological Science. In 2007, she received 
the APA’s Award for Distinguished Service to Psychological Science.

The Decade of Behavior, in which AERA participates as an endorsing society, is a multidisciplinary initiative to focus 
the talents, energy, and creativity of the behavioral and social sciences on meeting many of society’s most significant 
challenges. The Decade’s five themes concentrate on national challenges: improving health and education, promoting 
democracy, and increasing safety and prosperity. Behavioral and social scientists are encouraged to bring research re-
sults forward to help inform the public and the policy process. This lecture is made possible by a grant from the James 
S. McDonnell Foundation. For more information, please visit www.decadeofbehavior.org.




