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Dr. James S. Jackson, who holds a Ph.D. degree in social psychology from Wayne 

State University, is

academic leader. His deep understanding of the social sciences is demonstrated 

in his writings, which include eight books that he has co-edited, including: New

Directions: African Americans in a Diversifying Nation, Family Life in Black 

American, Mental Health in Black America, Aging in Black America, and Hope and 

Independence: Blacks’ Response to Electoral and Party Politics. He currently is 

completing a landmark study of African American life at the start of the 21st century, 

funded by the National Institute of Mental Health.

The Decade of Behavior, in which AERA participates as an endorsing society, is a multidisciplinary 

initiative to focus the talents, energy, and creativity of the behavioral and social sciences on meeting 

challenges: improving health and education, promoting democracy, and increasing safety and 

prosperity. Behavioral and social scientists are encouraged to bring research results forward to help 

inform the public and the policy process. This lecture is made possible by a grant from the James S. 

McDonnell Foundation. For more information, please visit www.decadeofbehavior.org


